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CERT Members at Health Fair

Have we told y’all lately how much we value you?  Each
meeting, each training, each event - you show up. And we are
grateful!

Hays County CERT (HCCERT)is one of the most active
volunteer organizations in the area. We are sought out by
other CERT groups regionally to help those members get
things off the ground or to take their group to the next level.

That’s what HCCERT is - next level. Our dedicated volunteers
take the lead and help us better serve our community.

We have many events, trainings and happenings throughout
the summer and fall. We would love to see more of you out
and about! Join us for regular monthly meetings. Attend a
training. Come out to a special event. There is a job for you!

Thanks to each of you. Your time, talents and effort are
appreciated!

The newsletter of the Hays County 
Community Emergency Response Team

CERT members at the May meeting in Dripping Springs

Evan LaVigne and Rowe Ray at the Hays
County Health Department Fair
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It’s May and CERT has already accomplished so much
in 2024. But we’re not done yet!

The rest of the year promises to be even better. We
have so many opportunities to help create more
resilient communities in Hays County.

June brings the SFFMA Annual Conference, two
Juneteenth events, and the active shooter exercise at
San Marcos High School. 

Check the CERT calendar for all the details on these
events and more.

Thanks again for everything you do for CERT!

Sincerely,
Candy Lonie
CERT Program Manager

May Spotlight

Message from the Program Manager

Candy Lonie, 
CERT Program Manager

This month we’re spotlighting Prescilia Kengni
(pronounced Ken-ee). Thanks,  Prescilia, for your
contributions to Hays County CERT!

Read the full spotlight on Pg 3

CERT volunteers Mel Barrentine and Chuck Koenen at the
AMVETS First Responder Appreciation Breakfast



Volunteer Spotlight
Bringing a background of service, an interest in the
medical field and even a bit of international perspective,
Prescilia Kengni has made her mark with Hays County
CERT in a short time.

A resident of San Marcos since January, this Texas State
University student’s first few months have been busy -
and that’s the way she likes it.

Prescilia entered Texas State as a junior and jumped 
into the CERT G-317 class in March. 

“I thought the CERT course was really interesting,” she
said. “I’m a visual and hands-on person and I like how
every unit had a different instructor. When it came time
for the final, I remembered everything because y’all were
so interactive in class.”

She added, “I especially liked the 'Stop the Bleed'
training.”
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Attending an event like
this is a great opportunity
for CERT to share
preparedness tips, helping
us  create more resilient
communities!

Prescilia Kengni (left in both pics) became a CERT
volunteer earlier this year.

CERT at the
Kyle Fair 

Meet Prescilia

 CERT member Rachel
Maldonado working the CERT

table at the Kyle Fair

Cont’d on Pg 4

by Rowe Ray



May CERT Meeting Thanks to all who attended the CERT May meeting in Dripping
Springs!

CERT members Audrey Knight and Mamta
Ganesan at the May meeting.

Prescilia said her favorite part of CERT is being around people. 

“In CERT I get to work with people of different ages and
experiences,” she said. “That’s how the world works and that’s
how I’m going to be as a family physician.”

Another benefit of joining CERT is that it takes her out of her
comfort zone.

“I never volunteered before college,” she said. “So it’s nice. It
teaches you how to be a leader."

Prescilia has already been involved with CERT at Texas State’s
River Fest, Buda’s Weiner Dog Races and Kyle’s
Texstravaganza. She also volunteers at Santa Christus
Hospital in San Marcos at the front desk.

And if you think this college student’s summer will be spent
kicking back at the river all day, think again.

Prescilia will be taking 20 hours of classes at Texas State and
four hours at Austin Community College in subjects like
physics lecture, physics lab, cancer biology, evolution, juvenile
delinquency, social deviancy and chemistry.
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Cont’d from Pg 3 She is grateful for her experiences growing up in the U.S.
but also for her family roots reaching back to the
Central African Republic of Cameroon. Both her parents
are from Cameroon, and she spent her early years there
with her grandmother. She tries to visit her extended
family regularly.

“I’m grateful for so much because I know how my mom
has struggled,” she said. “When I go back to see my
aunts and cousins in Cameroon it’s just not the same as
here. That’s what got me interested in medicine. I just
think about my family and how some health issues can
be prevented with the right medical help and adequate
resources.” 

In CERT we like to say there is a place for everyone, and
Prescilia has found that to be true for her.

“Ya’ll are so nice,” she said. “I don’t see all the members
of CERT at meetings or events but those who do show
up are really a close-knit team. I like being a part of
that."

She added, "Everyone does have a place in CERT. I really
feel like I belong."

Various CERT members who attended the meeting earlier this month.
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All Hays County CERT volunteers were welcome to attend the
Central Texas Amvets Post 115 in Kyle First Responder Appreciation
Breakfast in early May. We are so appreciative of this organization!

Our community partners are critical to our success and we could
not ask for a more supportive group than the Kyle AMVETS. 

The breakfast was a full-on powerhouse of delicious food cooked
by AMVETS members.

Thanks again, AMVETS, for including CERT in this event!

First Responder Appreciation at AMVETS

CERT members Gordon DeWitte (and wife) and Mel
Barrentine speaking in the AMVETS parking lot

ESD#5/Kyle Fire Department Fire Marshal Mark
Schultz and CERT member Gordon DeWitte

Back row: CERT members Gordon DeWitte (and his
wife Dot), Mike Rubsam, and Chuck Koenen. 

CERT member “Retired” Mel B. (Barrentine)

CERT member
Dixie Davis at the

AMVETS
breakfast

https://www.facebook.com/Central-Texas-Amvets-Post-115-317491541712645/?__cft__[0]=AZWraUeyP9FBRisf1MsRm6g3i00MDH_L67I1BdbgK7it9Oa7xZMAe6O7noy-XwZdq4PSouD3j_FS5DQPWk_BBfks2H80-y_80cspueZKu_fpCbLUt59I919wlGgelnpzL1kCklAqRWRHtNr0Ankgv2BvFUtFj5H7cf0QGAAl-VlfoIy2w0JXUvDEKiIy-IW0N-NoUp6NN1ans_6xdV3T1h0J&__tn__=kK-R
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CERT members hosted a community outreach booth at the Hays
County Health Department’s Summer Fair. At this event, the health
department unveiled its new mobile unit.

Throughout the day, our volunteers met with attendees to share
news and information about Hays County CERT and all we do for
the community.

By being visible and active at these kinds of happenings, CERT can
bring its positive message and show the community all the good
work we do, as well as invite them to join us!

CERT at Hays County Health Fair

CERT member Evan LaVigne helping members of the
public at CERT’s info booth

 Evan LaVigne and Rowe Ray watching the ribbon
cutting of the health department’s new mobile unit

 Evan LaVigne at CERT’s info booth

CERT members Rowe Ray and Evan LaVigne

CERT members
with the Hays

County Judge at
the health fair



CERT MONTHLY - PG 7

Register
today!

National CERT
Conference 

The 2024 National CERT Conference takes place July 23-26 at the
Walter E Washington Convention Center in D.C. This event is
managed by the National CERT Association. The theme, “Many
Teams, One Mission,” highlights CERT’s ability to be flexible as a
community resource as well as being inclusive to all community
members. The conference will feature training and presentations
for all levels of CERT including Emergency Managers, Program
Managers, Instructors, Volunteers, and CERT Partners.

Registration is open. Hotel info will be available at a later date.
Participants will be able to choose to take training or attend a
breakout presentation during all four days of the conference.

Early Bird conference registration:
$300 for participants who are paid for their CERT duties
$150 for participants who are volunteers (register by May 31, 2024)

Visit the website.

Total Accepted Members = 333
At Large = 8
Buda Division = 64 
Dripping Springs Division = 56 
Kyle Division = 47
Buda/Kyle Combined = 111 
San Marcos Division = 130
Wimberley Division = 21 
TXST Division = 74
G-317 Field Deployable = 188

Hays County
CERT Stats 

https://www.nationalcert.org/
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?orgcode=CERT&evid=45615717


CERT MONTHLY - PG 8

June 19
9-11 p.m.
via Zoom

ICS for
Beginners 

CERT Continuing Education: Incident Command
System (ICS) for Beginners / National CERT Council

Wednesday, June 19, 2024, 7-9pm Pacific (9- 11 p.m. Central)

The Incident Command System is flexible and designed to be
as big or as small as you need it to be. Don't over think it or
force it to be more than it needs to be.

The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training
teaches us about the Incident Command System (ICS) and it
is one of the hardest chapters in the class. To be honest, ICS
can be so big and broad that it is intimidating. But it doesn't
have to be. It shouldn't be.

The most important thing to think about when it comes to
setting up an Incident Command Structure is that it is exactly
what you need it to be. No more, no less. There is no one right
way to set it up. And if it works for your Incident, then your way
isn't wrong.

Join us as we discuss how the Incident Command System
starts from one person, the first person at an Incident, and
grows to fit the needs of the Incident and the Resources you
have.

We'll talk about the pitfalls we've seen and go over ways to
Keep It Simple Stupid (KISS) instead of over thinking it and
building out a chart that everyone is used to seeing and then
trying to fill roles and positions that aren't even needed.

Topic: CERT Continuing Education: Incident Command System (ICS) for Beginners
Time: Jun 19, 2024
7:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada); 9 PM Central Time
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 899 4374 7484
Passcode: grfahLU49*

This presentation will be live streamed on our YouTube channel at: Join Zoom Meeting

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1159423587600075/?__cft__[0]=AZXo-elc9FBQ4-x9Bhvc1E3N1_Vs-K6IyFrWLErfLGqXpVc-z0w6hmzQYEA67UyJi-5mzlt0fi3ADrDpqR-3im1M9b9HP9o6SDdomdXn1QRT1d4w-ntRpplazVBNYzKkFJxrC4zKZ3kBGgkCam6ARuXK89I6pFgygq3hhvKpx8VCc9XO42iHJ_JFFR1BaYt-RmTVzwznqwXcmob_5XvtNgIFLZEAH3S5uoka3XUaOBg8FxUzSfbX7G44f-a2Qqu0IkXcshRXwn9w5XqC6qb_IK7p&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
https://disasterprep-org.zoom.us/j/89943747484...
https://www.youtube.com/c/lafdcertcoordinators/live


Upcoming Events
June 1 - Wimberley Market Days, 7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
601 FM 2325, Wimberley

June 1 - TSA/ABIA, 8-10 a.m.
Austin-Bergstrom International Airport - 3600 Presidential Blvd, Austin

June 6, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
SMISD Active Shooter Exercise*
Owen Goodnight Middle School, 1301 Texas Hwy 123, San Marcos

June 8 - CERT Training, 9 - 11 a.m.
More info TBA; check CERT online calendar

June 19 - Juneteenth Kyle and Buda*

June 22, 23 - Wilderness First Aid Day, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. both days
First Baptist Church, San Marcos

June 27-29 - State Firefighters and Fire Marshals’ Association Conference
Embassy Suites, San Marcos

Conferences
National CERT in Washington D.C. – July 23-26; 50% discount for volunteers

Watch the Calendar and your email for updates:

Future events
July 11 – G-317 Class (four consecutive Thursdays plus Sat., August 3)
Sept. 14 – Hays County OES Emergency Preparedness Fair, “Prep Like a Pro”, Kyle
Wildfire Awareness – TBD

*More information coming soon!
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CERT
Calendar

Trainings
Events
Conferences

Thanks for all you

do as CERT

members!

Visit the CERT calendar for all the info and sign-up links

https://www.hayscountycert.com/calendar


AMVETS Post 115 (Kyle)
Buda Lions Club
Cody's (San Marcos)
Hill Country Trophy (San Marcos)
Industry (San Marcos)
Kyle Fire Department/ESD #5
Mudbugs (Buda)
New World Bakery (Kyle)
Fire Marshal Mark Schultz (Kyle FD)
Root Cellar (San Marcos)
San Marcos Emergency Management
Tea2go/TeaN'ergy (Kyle)
Wimberley Cafe
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CERT
COMMUNITY
PARTNERS
WE APPRECIATE
YOUR SUPPORT!

Hays County CERT appreciates every organization
and business that so generously helps us. The
continued support of the following businesses and
organizations is critical to our mission. 

We greatly appreciate how business owners rally to
assist CERT, during emergencies and beyond.

Please accept our gratitude!

Want to be a CERT Community Partner? Email Candy Lonie

https://amvets115.org/
https://www.budalions.com/
https://www.codyssmtx.com/
https://www.hillcountrytrophy.com/
https://industrytx.com/
https://kylefire.com/
https://www.peaceloveandcrawfish.com/
https://thenewworldbakery.com/
https://rootcellarcafe.com/
https://www.sanmarcostx.gov/277/Emergency-Management
https://tea2go.us/
https://www.wimberleycafe.com/
mailto:candy.lonie@co.hays.tx.us

