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This is the monthly newsletter of Hays
County Community Emergency

Response Team (CERT), which is under
the auspices of the Hays County Office

of Emergency Services.

CERT MONTHLY

Hays County CERT wrapped up the
year by assisting at holiday events
across the county, including Sights
and Sounds in San Marcos and
Santa Rides in Kyle. The annual
Awards Banquet was held on
Wednesday, Dec. 6 in Wimberley,
where we honored our volunteers,
including Volunteer of the Year
Paul Freeman (read more about his
story on Page 3). Thank you to
everyone who helped out in 2023.
We hope you and your family have
a safe and happy holidays. See you
in 2024!

THAT’S A WRAP!
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That’s a wrap! I hope you all enjoyed this year’s awards
banquet as much as I did. It was an honor to be able to
thank each and every one of you. Your selfless service to
our community is commendable.
As we begin to wind down another successful year, I am
already waiting in anticipation for what’s to come. We have
an exciting year ahead, as several devoted members have
been working hard to put plans in place. Be sure to keep an
eye on the calendar, as we will be updating it regularly.
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Message from 
the CERT 

Program Manager

Candy Lonie

There will be several new ways you can get involved. The saying is true … there’s
a place for everyone in HCCERT.
Though the end is near (of the year that is), there are several behind-the-scenes
tasks that need to be completed to start next year off on a good note. If you
haven’t heard of my infamous “trailer parties,” now is your time on a grander
scale. The county could use our help on several projects, from the reunification
trailer, to EOC, to radios … the list is long and broad.
With that said, I’d like to personally invite you ALL to the Public Safety Building
for what I will call our “Project Preparedness Party!” It will take place Dec. 27-29.
Yes, you heard that correctly. It’s the grandest of parties taking place over three
days! That should give everyone a chance to participate and it doesn’t matter if
you only have 30 minutes or several hours, it all helps us get that much closer to
where we need to be as we look forward to 2024. 
If you haven’t already heard, we have an eclipse and a presidential debate
coming to Hays County and you are an integral part of ensuring our
communities are prepared. So have a wonderful Christmas resting, relaxing and
enjoying your loved ones; then come on out and party with your HCCERT fam as
we wrap up 2023 with our sights on an exciting 2024.
Merry Christmas, HCCERT; here’s to a bright New Year!



CERT VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

 ‘I sincerely love everybody
in this organization. They’re

givers, not complainers.
Everyone is just here to do a

job and do the best they
can. And every moment

that they volunteer, it
warms my heart.’
— Paul Freeman
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Little did Paul Freeman know,
approximately three years later, he would
be named Volunteer of the Year for Hays
County Community Emergency Response
Team — the organization’s most
prestigious award given at the end of the
year. 
After spending eight years in the banking
and auditing sector, Freeman retired and
decided to spend his time volunteering
with Red Cross Disaster Services in 1988.
For the next 15 years, he responded to 12
hurricanes and floods, including
Hurricane Katrina in Alabama, Mississippi
and Louisiana, 9/11 and several New
England shelter blizzards. Freeman
participated in training, vehicle response,
feeding, first responder rehabilitation,
volunteer deployment and damage
assessment. 

It all started after a
casual conversation
with his next-door
neighbor.

Paul Freeman at the POD exercise (Photo by Natalie Frels)



All this would serve as a precursor for his
involvement in Hays County CERT beginning in
2020, after a simple conversation.
“I had just moved to Texas and I was looking for
something to occupy my time. My next-door
neighbor said his dad was involved in CERT in
California: ‘Why don’t you see if we have one here?’
[CERT] said it was looking for a membership
manager,” Freeman explained. “I said, ‘Sure.’”
“[CERT] was doing a lot of the same stuff that the
Red Cross was doing, but in support of first
responders versus the victims themselves,” he
added.
And so, it began. Currently serving as the Deputy
Director of Finance and Administration, Freeman is
a matchmaker of sorts for new members. 
“I orient new members to what we do and how we
do it. I’m monitoring all their certifications, all the
classes they’ve taken — that way we know their level
of training and then plug them into the various
divisions and sectors of people who have that
certification so we can utilize them appropriately,”
he explained. 
After three years of being involved in CERT,
Freeman was named Volunteer of the Year at the
annual awards banquet, held on Wednesday, Dec. 6.
When his name was called, Freeman said he was
“kind of expecting it,” he joked. 
“I kind of know that I’m going to be toward the
upper level of awards, and they skipped over my
name,” Freeman said. “And I thought, ‘Oh crap, that
only means one more.’”
The Volunteer of the Year expressed his gratitude
for the honor. 
“I was very flattered, very humbled,” Freeman said.
“It’s really wonderful to be acknowledged for doing
what I do and knowing that everyone appreciates it.”
Despite responding to countless fires, disasters, a
pandemic and many memories to speak of, he said
it’s the faces of Hays County CERT that put a smile
on his own. 
“There isn’t just one [memory]. It’s everyone I meet,”
Freeman said. “Some come in with no skills; others
come in with great skills and we ...

... can immediately put them to work. But it’s
the personalities of the people that really
impress me the most. I sincerely love
everybody in this organization. They’re givers,
not complainers. Everyone is just here to do a
job and do the best they can. And every
moment that they volunteer, it warms my heart
to see that.”
Looking to the future, he outlined some things
within the organization he’d like to see. 
“I want to establish administrative people
throughout the division to take the burden off
the leaders and somebody who’s dedicated to
do all the required paperwork would be
wonderful,” Freeman added. “It would funnel
back through me and I would handle the FEMA
side of it. If they can do their part of it, that’s
the most exciting thing for me. I’d also love to
get the teams more involved in their
community events across the county, not just
the I-35 corridor.”
Finally, Freeman concluded by saying: “I just
want to thank everybody I’ve met for being so
supportive, so positive and so willing to come
out at all times of the day and night to do what
they do. They make me proud to be part of this
organization.”

Volunteer Spotlight ContinuedVolunteer Spotlight Continued
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CERT hosted its annual awards banquet on Wednesday, Dec. 6 to honor volunteers and leaders continuing to
work hard to make Hays County a stronger, more resilient community.

CERT Members Celebrate 2023
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Trainings, Meetings, Events & More
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Check out the training opportunities and community events
coming up this month and into the winter. Visit our website to
learn more and register: www.hayscountycert.com/calendar.

January 11
Executive Board Meeting
2024 Planning Tabletop

January 13
2024 Vision Luncheon

January 25
Reunification Tabletop

January 20
G-317 Training Class

January 27
G-317 Training Class

Approved Members: 300
Dripping = 57
Buda = 62
Kyle = 42
Kyle/Buda combined = 104
San Marcos = 64
Texas State = 49
Wimberley = 21
At Large = 9

CERT Stats 
as of 12/15/23

Listed as active CERT Members:

February 3
G-317 Training Class

February 10
Monthly Training: Traffic &
Crowd Management

February 3
G-317 Practical

February 24
Q1 Exercise - Communications
Focus

February 29
G-428 Train-the-Trainer Course

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Jan. 20
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Jan. 27
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Feb. 3

UPDATED LOCATION:
TXST Star Park RM 173
3055 Hunter Road
San Marcos, TX 78666

Register for this FREE G-317 course online  

G-317 Course (With Updated Location)

Anyone interested in becoming a trainer or
assisting with training is welcome to stop by.

https://www.hayscountycert.com/calendar
https://www.preparingtexas.org/DeliveryDetails.aspx?classid=1d507e30-2a13-41bf-8e44-3a8e0194f162

